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HYPOTHESIS





               CONCLUSION





INTRODUCTION





∙ The most striking similarity among the “Holiday Pardons” granted between 1907 and 1910 is that Governor George Curry did not grant these pardons based upon the rehabilitation of the criminal, new evidence of the inmate’s innocence, or because of disputes in the interpretation of territorial law.  


∙  In letters for “Holiday Pardons,” inmates pleaded for their need to care for destitute or pregnant wives, relatives of inmates expressed concern for teenage daughters they believed needed a father in the home if they deemed the inmate’s wife unfit to raise the child, elders portrayed their sons as simply “boys” at the time of their conviction, female supporters promoted their ability to keep the inmate on track when released, working-class men made claims of industriousness, and elderly mothers expressed their need for the financial support, and in some cases, the emotional strength acquired only through the presence of an incarcerated son.   


∙  By taking this gendered rhetoric seriously, and writing the necessity to fulfill these responsibilities into the official clemency orders, Governor Curry certified these performances of masculinity, and the self-defined rights of incarcerated breadwinners, in Territorial New Mexico.








∙ Men with professions as varied as ranchers, carpenters, tailors, United States Express workers, and convicted of crimes that ranged from murder to watch theft, evoked the familial responsibilities of working-class breadwinners who needed to leave the Penitentiary in order to care for dependent parents, pregnant wives, and children.  


∙ This gendered language included tying the right to a pardon to the inmate’s need and right to perform five gendered stages of life: the need to be husbands, the need to be fathers, the need to be sons, the need to be workers, and the need to mature from boys into men.  


∙ This performance of working-class masculinity was a collaborative construction.  By granting pardons admittedly not based upon the reformation or rehabilitation of the criminal, but, rather, on the persuasiveness of this gendered language—Governor George Curry and other Territorial officials affirmed the validity of this specific performance of masculinity in Territorial New Mexico. 








∙ Between the end of the Mexican-American War in 1848 until its Statehood in 1912, New Mexico was defined as a Territory of the United States.





∙ New Mexico’s Governor George Curry granted “Holiday Pardons” to deserving inmates of the Territorial Penitentiary in order to improve morale among the prison population.





∙ Governor George Curry pardoned 93 inmates between 1907 and 1910, and offered explanations for 51 pardons.














OBJECTIVES





∙ Analyze the gendered language that inmates in the Territorial Penitentiary adopted in order to claim entitlement to Governor George Curry’s “Holiday Pardons” between 1907 and 1910.  


∙ What is the relationship between pardons granted and portrayals of destitute parents, ill and pregnant wives, and dependent children in need of the financial support of the convicted inmate?
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